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All About PDFelement: Create, Edit, Collaborate on PDFs in One Program

(Last Updated On: October 29, 2023)This post is sponsored by Wondershare, the makers of PDFelement. All opinions are my own and reflect my honest first impressions after testing out the software. Thank you Wondershare for supporting me and my content!


Those of you that have been around for awhile know that I am all about working smarter not harder; I enjoy sharing my various tips and tricks for how you can be more efficient. If I were to name a second third love to my cat and books, it’d be finding cool ways to get things done. And today we are going to talk about PDFs!

You might be wondering why I, a book blogger, am talking about PDFs today. As a data fanatic and a person who thrives on reports (and creates a lot of them for work), I was excited when Wondershare asked if I would be interested in trying out PDFelement and writing a post with my honest opinions. All the various possibilities started coming to mind, mostly about creating really pretty infographics with piecharts and data because I am extra like that.

I’ve been toying with the idea of including some more data and graphic-heavy posts on the blog in the coming months, but I’ve honestly been dragging my heels because I didn’t want to take up a lot of extra space or need to use HTML to format everything the way I wanted it to look.  And then I had an idea. 💡 What if I designed something similar to the impact reports I have to do for work, but I create it as a PDF instead of using InDesign or Word (ew, don’t do this)?

What are PDFs and how can they help me as a blogger?

PDFs are an essential part of the digital age. In case you’ve been wondering, PDF stands for Portable Document Format and this file type is universally compatible regardless of the operating system or program that the file was created in. One of the greatest things about PDFs is that it greatly reduces the file size of documents, which helps when sending documents via email or uploading onto a website. And it’s that file size and design capability that I think will be useful to other bloggers like myself. Right now I tend to create my documents in Microsoft Word (which we all know doesn’t play nicely between operating systems) and then converting the final files into PDF. But what if there’s a better way?

PDFelement Download App Discount 50% Off

What is PDFelement?

In short, PDFelement is an alternative to Adobe for viewing, editing, and creating PDF files available for Windows and Mac operating systems. I use PDFs all the time at work to send impact reports to donors, create interactive forms, and maintain the security of the digital information included in my documents. While I find Adobe to be great for viewing documents and creating PDF forms, in my experience I have not been able to design any of my impact reports directly. Which means that I fight with MS Word formatting and pray that when I Save As PDF it doesn’t go wonky (or doing it in InDesign). Because of this nightmare, I’ve not bothered with some cool things for my blog.

Cool Things You Can Do With PDFelement

I was pretty excited to see that everything that you are accustomed to doing with Adobe I am able to accomplish with PDFelement:

	Create new documents
	Edit and annotate PDFs for easy collaboration
	Fill out and create PDF forms
	The OCR function (Optical Character Recognition) actually makes scanned text editable (what is this magic?!)


My first impressions were pretty impressed, I must say! In looking at the features, I was most interested in creating new documents because of how much time I’d save if I didn’t have to fight with MS Word.

Creating a PDF Document Using PDFelement

One of the main reasons that I was excited for the opportunity to test out PDFelement and share it with you all is the ability to create highly designed reports and documents! Could my life be made infinitely better?! So in true Kal fashion, I didn’t consult any guides or tutorials and just dove right in to see how intuitive it is to use.

I was pleasantly surprised to see that there are a good number of templates available for common kinds of business-related documents: resumes, budgets, and various forms.



I did pull up one of the budget templates just to see how it looked, and honestly, it looks like something I would spend a bit of time creating in Excel but with none of the time invested. Winning! 

Lots of options, but I didn’t see anything close to the two ideas that I had in my head so I decided to create a new document and start from scratch. I selected “New” and named the file, and a blank canvas was there for me to fill in. I’ve been thinking about making a media kit for Reader Voracious Blog and figured now would be a good time to give it a try.



For the purposes of this document, everything that I needed was under the Comment and Edit menus. I started by adding one of my blog’s images to the top of the document as a header, which was very easy to do by clicking the Add Image option and selecting the appropriate file. Once the header was in place, I started adding colored boxes by selecting the square shape in the View menu and text with the Typewriter option to bring a design together.

You can take & save screenshots directly from PDFelement, which came in handy when I was asking my friend for her thoughts!

I was surprised how intuitive it was for me to figure out what I needed in order to create a first draft file. Look at what I was able to put together with minimal effort!



While I love the design and editing capabilities, I do wish I had a bit more control. For example, I wish that there were more fonts available to choose from (but there are a good number of nice ones to choose from!). I also wish I could add some padding between the border and copy within text areas, but I was quickly able to work around that by using the rectangle shape & typewriter function separately. My one frustration is that once I resized and placed an image in the document it was seemingly there forever (which is why the below example has a book genre piechart in it). It is likely that I am missing this, though, and overall PDFelement doesn’t have a steep learning curve.

I think that with a bit more practice, I will be able to create some really neat looking things using PDFelement and that is exciting for me!

How Book Bloggers Can Use PDFelement

I can hear you through the computer, friends. You’re asking me “this is really cool and all, but how does this help me?” PDFelement definitely has its rightful place as a contender to Adobe in the business world, but the fact of the matter is as book bloggers we tend to work specifically with our web-based content. But I genuinely do think that PDFelement could help book bloggers around their blog to make designing and sharing your content a little easier to manage.

Here are some things you might see me doing a bit more frequently on the blog:

	Creating cool infographics for your blog
	Review policies or disclaimers could be a bit more fun
	You could more easily include statistics and graphs into one file for your posts



	Organizing collaboration posts
	If you are a writer, this would be a great way to send out your chapters to beta readers for feedback and notes
	Creating marketing tools for your blog (like I did above)


One key thing I want to reiterate is that PDFs are smaller files, and you can actually embed them into your WordPress posts! I’ve decided to make use of this functionality by turning some of my guides into PDFs that can be downloaded and shared from my site, but also it be formatted to be consistent with my personal brand.

I am currently working on creating PDF versions of some of my other guides in the event that anyone wants to download them. If I ever decide to add my blog experience to LinkedIn, I will have these ready to easily upload as samples of my work that could lead to other career opportunities down the road as well.

Overall Opinion

I played around with PDFelement for a couple of hours and overall really enjoyed it! I especially liked being able to edit and annotate PDFs, as well as creating a designed looking document as a test. I can see myself using PDFelement to pull together statistics, data, and other fun bits into one document that can be uploaded to my blog to save space. I want to continue to play around and come up with some fun templates… what kinds of designed templates would YOU find useful? 🤔

PDFs are accessible and compatible across platforms regardless of the application or software that created the document and are a fantastic way to reduce file size and protect the content of your file. If you are a writer, I can see PDFelement being incredibly useful for receiving feedback from beta readers or agents in case you are wary about sending Word files. I love that the file remains editable in PDFelement for further tweaking and collaborating with others. 

While you may not necessarily have a lot of use for your book blog (I doubt many of you are as nerdy as I am and wanting to create an annual blog report), PDFs are a vital part of sharing information online and you can only do the bare minimum with the free Adobe Reader. PDFelement is an alternative to Adobe and is actually much cheaper as well. If you find yourself needing to edit PDFs or create interactive PDF forms for either your personal or professional use, I recommend checking it out!
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Let’s go on another adventure together!
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				TheCaffeinatedReader says			


			February 28, 2019 at 11:46 AM
		

		
			
			You’re like the teacher I never had for technology lolol, but seriously, thank you! Another super helpful and informative post….<> *goes to tweet it*
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				Kaleena @ Reader Voracious says			


			March 7, 2019 at 11:17 AM
		

		
			
			Awwww thank you so much, what a wonderful compliment! 
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				divabooknerd says			


			February 28, 2019 at 11:16 AM
		

		
			
			Wow, that looks super easy to use as well. I’m always on the lookout for new programs that’ll make life easier, life is so busy as it is. I feel pretty limited by adobe and not being able to edit and create anything without paying a small fortune. This looks great and looking forward to downloading a demo. I love that you can create not only flyers but you could even edit to create a PDF newsletter for blogs, so handy!
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				Kaleena @ Reader Voracious says			


			March 7, 2019 at 11:17 AM
		

		
			
			I was really pleased at how intuitive the program was to use, and I’ve been playing around a bit more since writing this post and am an even bigger fan! Adobe is so expensive, and PDFelement is a great alternative. I hope you enjoy the demo!
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				theorangutanlibrarian says			


			February 28, 2019 at 5:41 AM
		

		
			
			Very helpful post!
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				Tammy says			


			February 27, 2019 at 9:07 PM
		

		
			
			Very cool, I’m a big fan of Adobe and use it at work all the time, but this looks good too, I may check it out sometime😁
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				Kaleena @ Reader Voracious says			


			March 7, 2019 at 10:58 AM
		

		
			
			I use Adobe at work too, which is nice because it’s kind of everywhere, but I wish it had more design capability and was a little easier to use for more than the PDF reading / filling in aspect.
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				Isabelle @ BookwyrmBites says			


			February 27, 2019 at 6:01 PM
		

		
			
			“All the various possibilities started coming to mind, mostly about creating really pretty infographics with piecharts and data because I am extra like that.” I’m picturing this and kind of cackling, because this is 100% on brand for you 😜

(formatting and designing in MS Word is The Worst. oof.) OCR is definitely the main reason I use EverNote at all, so that’s definitely a big draw for me! the PDFelement definitely looks really intuitive and lots of fun to play around with – I’m right there with you on a love of making graphics and the importance of file sharing 😉
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				Kaleena @ Reader Voracious says			


			March 7, 2019 at 10:57 AM
		

		
			
			HAHAHAHA, definitely on brand and totally nerdy!

I haven’t played much with EverNote, I ran into some issues with it on my work computer years ago and kind of am still bitter about it. Thanks so much for your comment & reading the post, Isabelle! MS Word is horrible and I am really glad there are better tools out there.
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					[…] Kareena @ Reader Voracious is back at it again with more useful posts, this time we get information All About PDFelement: Create Edit, Collaborate on PDFs in One Program. […]
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I’m Kal, a thirty-something California gal who loves reading, travel, hiking, tea, video games, & unicorns.

About Me



Follow Reader Voracious
Become part of the voracious reader family for bookish guides, discussions, and spoiler-free reviews of science fiction, fantasy, speculative fiction, horror, and mystery & thriller books. 
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